SEVENOAKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
NEWSLETTER: SPRING 2010
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IN BUSINESS

Check our website for information: www.sevenoakschamber.com  E-mail: info@sevenoakschamber.com Tel: 01732 455188
Office Space & the economy
News from the Business Section Courier Media -     office space available to tenants declined for the first time in years.   “The last floor remaining of St. John’s House was let followed by the top of Marley’s building, Suffolk Way,” said Mike Lewis from Michael Rogers in Sevenoaks and Chris Lawson from Lawson Commercial in Uckfield said “that there was a very noticeable pick-up in the demand for commercial property from the middle of the year.”   
Some vacant shops in Sevenoaks have also been let, namely the old Adams store converted into a Pet Shop and the old Coffee Call now open as a delicatessen/coffee shop, which bodes well for other vacant premises.   The outlook certainly seems more vibrant than the last eighteen months and although the Government does admit that the economy is still quite fragile, we can only hope that the ‘green shoots’ are definitely pushing up through our town.

Business Show 
The first Sevenoaks Business Show in conjunction with the Sevenoaks Town Council and The Stag Community Arts Centre was held on 24th March, 2010 at the Plaza Suite, Stag from 10.00am to 4.00pm.   We were absolutely thrilled with the turn-out to the event with attendance figures up to nearly 200.   As this was our First Business Show in Sevenoaks the support and positive feed-back was very encouraging, paving the way to making this an annual event.   Many varied and useful contacts were made and we hope that this will lead to more businesses joining the Chamber of Commerce.   Kent Invicta who we have now affiliated with also came along to give their support which was greatly appreciated.   The winner of the ‘Free One Year’s Membership of the Chamber of Commerce’ was picked out of a hat by the Editor, Roger Kasper, Sevenoaks Chronicle on the morning of Friday 26th March at the Chamber Office.   The winner was Strada Restaurant, Dorset Street.    Congratulations and welcome to Strada.     
More Oaks for Sevenoaks!
After a proposal by Cllr Andrew Eyre to plant seven more official oaks in the town was accepted it was agreed that future mayors should each plant an oak during their year in office, for the next seven years, making up the number to 28 which include eight on the Vine, five over the road by the Vine Restaurant and eight in Tonbridge Road near the White Hart.

Government Funding in Sevenoaks
An article in the Chronicle with regard to government funding read: “MP Michael Fallon has blamed the Government for “discriminating” against the area when it comes to funding.   He was to meet local Government Minister Barbara Follett on Tuesday 23rd March, along with SDC leader Cllr Peter Fleming, to discuss how the district has been short changed.   Mr Fallon pointed out the district council’s grant has increased by just seven percent in 11 years whereas the average district has had an increase of 50 percent.   Mr. Fallon said “Cllr Fleming and I want to persuade Mrs. Follett to carry out a full review of our grant.   It’s unfair that council taxpayers in Sevenoaks should have to pay more each year to protect services when central Government discriminates against out council.”

We at the Chamber feel there is a misconception nationwide that everyone living in Sevenoaks is wealthy and living a luxurious lifestyle.   In reality there are normal households who are feeling the affects of the economic crisis at the same level as other parts of the country.   There may not have been factory closures or mass unemployment, but at base level there have been many redundancies and businesses closing down, so incomes and spenditure in the district have been severely affected.   We welcome the fact that Michael Fallon is addressing this issue and wait to hear the outcome of the meeting. 

 Job Club
For more information on the Job Club please log onto to the Town Council website or phone 01732 459953.  

Sevenoaks Stag Theatre
The Stag continues to offer some spectacular shows at the theatre.   The Manfred Mann show, organised by The Showbusiness Company Limited was a real winner with the theatre packed to capacity.   Nostalgia was in full force with patrons singing along with the band and remembering all the words to the old songs!   We hope that the Stag continues to grown from strength to strength and Sevenoaks residents also continue to support its local Community Arts Centre.   The Plaza Suite is an excellent venue for events such as our recent Business Show.
Open Evenings & Networking Events
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The Free Coffee Mornings/Network Events at the Lodge Coffee Bar at the Stag have continued to draw businesses to the events for networking.   The 

February event was sponsored by Mark Tuvey, Opus Network Services and the March event by Doug Parry, Riverside Insurance Brokers.   Both mornings were extremely well attended which is a very positive sign that Networking does work and can only benefit the business community.    Several new members have been recruited as a result of the events.   The next Coffee Morning will be sponsored by Derek Griffin, Ditto on Wednesday 7th April.   The events are held each 1st WEDNESDAY of each month.
Our next Open Evening will be held at Easistore Self Storage in Edenbridge, hosted by Richie Wicks, in April.   Full details and Invitations will be sent out shortly.
WHY NOT BRING A COLLEAGUE ALONG AND INTRODUCE A NEW MEMBER: EARN £10.00 DISCOUNT

Forum on the Chamber website
The Chamber has an interactive Forum on our website where you can have your say on any issues which concern you. You may also introduce your business or display any special offers you wish to advertise.

Just log onto: www.sevenoakschamber.com/forum to add an entry. The entry can be edited by you at any time to keep it topical. There is also a popular Events Calendar for the Sevenoaks area at where you can click the link to ‘Add Your Own Event. Most of the events you see there are entered by the Tourist information Centre in Sevenoaks, who are now using 
the system to ‘feed’ event details through to locally published magazines.
News in Brief
March Press Release from Clarkson Wright & Jakes LLP in Orpington, Chamber Member were pleased to announce that trainee solicitor Kate Ellingsworth qualified as a solicitor on 1 March, 2010 and will continue at the firm working in the Wills and Administration of Estates department..
George & Dragon at Ightham named Kent’s Best Gastro Pub. The George & Dragon in Ightham near Sevenoaks was presented with the accolade for Best Gastro Pub, at a glittering awards dinner held at Ashford International Hotel on Thursday 28th January.

Gas Works for next seven weeks
Tempers have been frayed by the delays caused by the A25 road closure with many businesses worried about the impact of this closure on job losses and the possible impact on their business itself.   MP Michael Fallon said he had received complaints about this.

New Constituency boundaries in the north of the District
New parliamentary constituency boundaries throughout the UK come into effect at the General Election, affecting some communities in the north of Sevenoaks District.

A change to the boundary between the Sevenoaks and Dartford constituencies means that residents in Hodsoll Street and Ridley will come under the Dartford constituency, when previously they were in Sevenoaks, while residents of Fawkham, Horton Kirby and South Darenth will now come under the Sevenoaks constituency when previously they were in Dartford. Hartley remains unchanged in the Dartford constituency. 

Although the boundaries have changed, residents will continue to vote at their usual polling station.

The boundary between the Sevenoaks constituency and the Tonbridge & Malling constituency is unchanged so residents of the parishes of Chiddingstone, Cowden, Edenbridge, Hever, Leigh and Penshurst continue to elect an MP for Tonbridge & Malling.

The changes are the work of the Parliamentary Boundary Commission for England.
FOR MEMBERS DETAILS DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR DIRECTORY ON THE WEBSITE.

Discounts for Chamber Members

Did you know, some of our Chamber Members offer discounts to fellow Members??? Please mention that you are a Chamber Member when using any of our Member’s many and varied services or look at our ‘Benefits’ section on our home page.
TO JOIN THE CHAMBER IT COSTS FROM JUST £8.33P PER MONTH!

Affiliation with Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce/British Chamber of Commerce
The affiliation with Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce has taken place as planned and we look forward to a mutually beneficial future where we can help and advise our members to grow their businesses and offer more services in the Kent area.
Sevenoaks Chronicle
If you have a story concerning Sevenoaks, Chronicle reporters Stuart Woledge, Harriet Cooper or Amy Andrews will be at Tesco, Riverhead on Thursdays from 6pm to 8pm. 

Email: reporters@sevenoakschronicle.co.uk. Or phone 01732 228000. 
Twitter
The Chamber is now on ‘Twitter’ on our webpage so please log on to the latest news.
Information on our Web Page
Perhaps you are not aware that on our Web Page under ‘Links’ there are many informative sites to log onto from CAB to Eurostar to Inside No. 10! The other local Chambers of Commerce are also listed.

Traffic Report on the website
We have a new link on our Website – a Road Traffic Report.   Just log onto our website, go to LINKS and get up-to-date traffic information.
News & Events around Sevenoaks
Looking for the latest news and what’s on around the Sevenoaks town and district? Wanting to publicise your business event or announce a press release? Click on www.7oaks.info for its interactive community calendar and add your event / news item online.

Kent Trading Standards
Kent Trading Standards are warning people to be wary of many scams that are taking place.   For any
advice please call Consumer Direct 08454 04 05 06 or Contact Trading Standards, Advice & Education, Eurogate Business Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 8XU or log onto the website, www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/kent.
Please do not forget that the main function of the Sevenoaks Chamber of Commerce

Is being here for our Members and the business community.   If you have any queries or issues, please feel free to pop in to discuss this or contact the office via email or telephone and we will do everything in our power to help and offer advice wherever possible. 
Europages
EUROPAGES is a working tool for businesses with an international vocation, helping them to buy better and sell more in Europe.

www.europages.com gives access to the full EUROPAGES database: 600,000 businesses in 36 European countries
Recycling
Did you know you can ‘recycle’ your old bicycles at: www.freecycle.org.

Sevenoaks District has increased its recycling levels from 10% to 33% in the last 10 years.
Conservation Council

The website for the Conservation Council is: www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/conservation. 
Rogue Traders
If you want any advice about scams, contact Consumer Direct on 08454 040506 or if you want to simply report a scam visit https://secure.consumerdirect.gov.uk/reportascam.aspx.

Have you looked at the Chamber web site recently?

See the Links – on line business information “ONE SOURCE” 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau

For any advice on consumer issues, go to the Citizen Advice website, www.adviceguide.org.uk or contact Sevenoaks CAB on 01732 454443, email: info@sevenoakscab.org.uk.

Fairtrade in Sevenoaks

For more information about Fairtrade, please contact: Gwyneth Brearley at Gwyneth.Brearley@ukgateway.net or phone: 01732 762172.

Business to Business Brochure
It’s not too late to let us have your A5 flyer.  We are constantly sending out the brochure to new businesses and new Members. Promote your business and include your information in the “Business to Business” pack.   The Chamber has been overwhelmed with the response to our request for new flyers and the membership pack is now more fully representative of all the members and the services they can offer.

Survey – What types of Business are missing in Sevenoks?
The Chamber of Commerce would like to know from residents/other business owners what businesses they think are missing in Sevenoaks?   A survey form is available at the Chamber office or you can email the chamber with your suggestions. 
Humour Corner


Two young engineers applied for a single position at a computer company. They both had the same qualifications. In order to determine which individual to hire, the applicants were asked to take a test by the department manager. 
Upon completion of the test, both men had each missed only one of the questions. The manager went to the first applicant and said, ‘‘thank you for your interest, but we've decided to give the job to the other applicant.'' 
"And why would you be doing that? We both got nine questions correct," asked the rejected applicant. 

"We have based our decision not on the correct answers, but on the question you missed," said the department manager. 

"And just how would one incorrect answer be better than the other?" the rejected applicants inquired. 

''Simple,'' said the department manager, ''Your fellow applicant put down on question...5, 'I don't know.' You put down, 'Neither do I.''
Contact Details
Administrator: Avril Ferguson

info@sevenoakschamber.com
www.sevenoakschamber.com
01732 455188

Mobile: 07906 094445

Committee Members:
David Tudor, Barclays Bank
Doug Parry – Riverside Insurance Brokers Ltd
Kevin Aylward, The Showbusiness Company Ltd
Derek Griffin – Ditto

Elizabeth Dolding – Warners Solicitors

Mark Tuvey – Opus Network Services

Office Address:

54 High Street

Sevenoaks

Kent TN13 1JG

 Our Motto
Sevenoaks & District Chamber of Commerce founded in 1910 “… to promote and assist businesses to benefit within the community and for the community.”

New Membership Fees for 2010 per annum – includes our affiliation with Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce from January 2010
1 – 9 Employees - £100

10 – 19 Employees - £135.00

20 – 49 Employees - £165.00

50 Plus Employees - £220.00
Plus £40 joining fee for new members 
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NEW MEMBERS FOR 2010 - WELCOME

John Caruana Photography.   Photographer.

Contact: John Caruana

Telephone: 01732 743316.

Email: john.caruana@sky.com.                                                    Web: www.jcphotography.biz.

Strada.   Restaurant.   “Pizzas – as good as any you’ll enjoy in Italy!”
Contact: Ryan Hutchinson.

Telephone: 01732 461706.

Email: sevenoaks@strada.co.uk.                                                  Web: www.strada.co.uk. 

Eightoaks Limited.   Business Advisers Tax/Business Systems & Business Support.
Contact: Sharon Keown

Telephone: 01732 550030

Email: sharon.keown@eightoaks.ltd.uk                                       Web: www.eightoaks.ltd.uk 

Riverside Insurance Brokers Limited.   Insurance Brokers.
Contact: Doug Parry

Telephone: 01732 783505

Email: doug.parry@riversidebrokers.co.uk.                                   Web: www.riversidebrokers.co.uk 

People Placements Limited.   Recruitment.

Contact: Miranda Etherington

Telephone: 01732 746681

Email: jobs@peopleplacements.co.uk                                           Web: www.peopleplacements.co.uk 

Fincello Finance Limited.   Bookkeeping & Accounting Services.

Contact: Harriet Finch

Telephone: 07769 274690

Email: harriet.finch@googlemail.com                                              
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